Government Student Work Packet

Students are required to complete .5 credits of government classes.  There are several ways that a student can satisfy this requirement at Career Tech High School.  Students can take two classes using Jantzen’s “Government for Everybody” for a quarter credit for each part.  Students can take a class on Plato for one quarter credit.  Occasionally a student can do a research paper for government credit.  This packet details the two quarter credits available through Jantzen’s Government for Everybody text.  To sum up:

Students must complete any two of the following three classes:

Political Science on Plato plus two short writing assignments per teacher
    .25 credits

 Jantzen’s Government for Everybody Chapters 1-10 (pages 1 – 229)
    .25 credits

 Jantzen’s Government for Everybody Chapters 11-22 (pages 230 – 539)
    .25 credits

ASSIGNMENTS:

· Students will read and respond to Jantzen’s Government for Everybody.  Students will complete all reviews in each chapter.

· When answering the problems in section A of the chapter quizzes, you do not need to write out the question, just the answers.  You must use complete sentences, unless the question calls for you to simply fill in the blanks.

· Sections B and C of the chapter quizzes usually require a solid paragraph of approximately five sentences, filled with supporting details.  Do not skimp!

· Work for the entire class can be handed in at the end in one big packet.  It is highly advisable that you show your teacher the first few chapter quizzes to ensure that you are doing acceptable work.  If the work is not acceptable, it will be handed back to you for rewriting, so it is better to know up front if your work is acceptable.

· Student work that will earn an A or B grade is characterized by the following: accurate and correct; detailed; answers questions completely and thoroughly; uses complete sentences.

· Student work will be assessed using the state Reading Scoring Guide and the State Writing Scoring Guides.  These scoring guides are the ones that are used to score the reading and writing samples for the CIM.  All assignments must be completed in order to earn credit for the course.  All assignments must be completed to the satisfaction of the teacher in order to be accepted for grading (i.e. Expect to be involved in editing for proper grammar, mechanics, format, spelling, adequate length, appropriate content, etc.).

· In order to receive a quarter credit you must include a copy of a signed syllabus. 
· Be sure to put headings on your work

Government Student Contract Sheet

Jantzen's Government for Everybody Part 1

Attention: Each chapter has numerous reviews. See number of reviews in parenthesis next to chapter numbers in the boxes.
Student name: _______________________________

Teacher: ________________

	Jantzen’s Government for Everybody
	
	
	
	

	Chapters 1-10
	Grade
	grade       assignment       total

points   x     value       =   points
	date
	Teacher

	Chapter 1 reviews (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 2 reviews (5)
	
	   50   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 3 reviews (5)
	
	   50   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 4 reviews(4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 5 reviews (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 6 reviews (5)
	
	   50   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 7 reviews (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 8 reviews (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 9 reviews (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 10 review (4)
	
	   40   X                 =
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	 
	
	    
	
	

	 
	
	    
	
	

	
	
	Total points:         /430
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Voluntary Extra Credit Assignment:
	
	
	
	

	See teacher for details (Constitution in text)
	
	   100  X                 =
	
	


All assignments must be completed in order to earn credit for the course.  All assignments must be completed to the satisfaction of the teacher in order to be accepted for grading (i.e. Expect to be involved in editing for proper grammar, mechanics, format, spelling, adequate length, appropriate content, etc.)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Points needed for course grade
	A = 400
	B = 350
	C=300
	D=250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Student Signature ____________________________ Teacher Signature ______________________ Grade_____

Government Student Contract Sheet

Jantzen’s Government for Everybody

  Part 2

Attention: Each chapter has numerous reviews. See number of reviews in parenthesis next to chapter numbers in the boxes.

Student name: _______________________________

Teacher: ________________

	Jantzen’s Government for Everybody
	
	
	
	

	Chapters 13-25
	Grade
	grade       assignment       total

points   x     value       =   points
	date
	Teacher

	Chapter 11 reviews (3)
	
	   30     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 12 reviews (5)
	
	   50     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 13 reviews (4)
	
	   40     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 14 reviews (5)
	
	   50     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 15 reviews (4)
	
	   40     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 16 reviews (5)
	
	   50     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 17 reviews (4)
	
	   40     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 18 reviews (5)
	
	   50     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 19 reviews (4)
	
	   40     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 20 reviews (4)
	
	   40     X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 21 reviews (5)
	
	   50    X                 =
	
	

	Chapter 22 reviews (2)
	
	   20     X                 =
	
	

	 
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	 
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	Total points:         /500
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Voluntary Extra Credit Assignment:
	
	
	
	

	See teacher for details (Constitution in text)
	
	   100  X                 =
	
	


All assignments must be completed in order to earn credit for the course.  All assignments must be completed to the satisfaction of the teacher in order to be accepted for grading (i.e. Expect to be involved in editing for proper grammar, mechanics, format, spelling, adequate length, appropriate content, etc.)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Points needed for course grade
	A = 500
	 B=450
	 C=400
	 D=350
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Student Signature ____________________________ Teacher Signature ______________________ Grade_____

Writing assignments for Government in conjunction with Plato Political Science courseware:

Writing topics are assigned by the teacher.  This page lists several sample topics that have been assigned in the past, and may serve as a jumping off point for developing the actual topics that the student will write on.  Essays should be one to two pages long, and should be well written and well thought out.  Successful completion of the Plato courseware constitutes 75% of the grade, and is considered an “A” since it is done to mastery.  The two short essays constitute the remaining 25% of the grade, and as such are worth 1/8th of the course grade each.  They will be graded as per state writing standards.

Technical writing and interpretation: What do you think ought to happen?

Laws are passed by the legislative, enforced by the executive, and reviewed by the judicial branches of government.  Occasionally, courts are asked to rule on the constitutionality of laws.  A current example of this is the debate over the definition of marriage (i.e. a man and woman only, or any two people, or anybody who wants to be married).  In order to decide the case, the courts must determine how to interpret the law: do they follow the intent of the original authors when they wrote it?  Do they look at the historical context of when it was written?  Do they look at the current political and moral climate and interpret the language by today's standards?  What do you think the courts ought to do, and why, when reviewing the case of marriage laws.  Be prepared to defend your answer in detail.  You must explore both sides of the argument and give reasons for and against to support your point of view.

(Note – you will be graded on your argument, not your opinion!)

Balancing the government's right to know with the individual's right to privacy:

The fourth amendment of the constitution reads: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Where do you think the line ought to be drawn between an individual's right to privacy and the government's right to know?  Pick at least one topic in this arena and explore it/them in depth.  Examples include: drug testing of employees or students; e-mail privacy; being searched by a school official or a police officer; downloading songs off the internet in the privacy of your homes (copyright).

(Note – you will be graded on your argument, not your opinion!)

The right to bear arms:

Several of the teachers remember that when they were high school students, it was typical to see gun racks with rifles in the student parking lot.  Kids often wore belt knives to school, and one teacher even remembers taking gun safety classes in high school.  After Columbine, this doesn't happen much anymore.  
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